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GRAINS RESEARCH AND DEVELOPMENT CORPORATION — RESEARCH PARTNERSHIP 
Statement by Minister for Agriculture and Food 

HON ALANNAH MacTIERNAN (North Metropolitan — Minister for Agriculture and Food) [10.03 am]: 
Yesterday, we launched a new $48 million scientific research partnership between the McGowan government and 
the Grains Research and Development Corporation to ensure that our growers remain globally competitive in the 
twenty-first century market. Scientific research is key to helping our growers change and adapt to produce better 
crops, increase productivity and export competitiveness, and in turn support our regional economies and 
communities. This industry is hungry for research and development to address Western Australia’s unique 
conditions and market challenges, while striving for record growth like this season’s impressive 17.9 million tonne 
harvest—our second-biggest crop ever. 
Our government is investing more than $25 million over five years into this partnership, with a key focus on research 
to overcome soil constraints and develop transformational soil technologies. The funding will go to six projects, 
which also includes research into a new approach to matching genetics for early sowing opportunities for oats, canola 
and lupins in WA environments. This deal has been a long time coming and we have fought hard to secure research 
funding from the GRDC that focuses on the unique needs of WA growers. This agreement is a starting point in 
securing a better deal for WA. We know that WA growers, through their levies, are the major contributors to the 
GRDC, and we expect the vast majority of those funds to be returned to our state for Western Australia–based 
research. This five-year program will help support our government’s commitment to rebuilding the Department of 
Primary Industries and Regional Development’s R&D capabilities, working closely with industry, universities and 
research organisations. We look forward to further investment, in partnership with the GRDC, on research 
opportunities that address Western Australia’s grains industry priorities and make a difference for our growers. 
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